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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(b) the invention was patented or described in a printed publication in this or a foreign country or in public 
use or on sale in this country, more than one year prior to the date of application for patent in the United 
States. 

2. Claims 1-5, 9-14, 16-18, 20-26, and 28-36 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(b) 
as being anticipated by Yao (US 6424984.) 

3. With respect to claim 1 Yao discloses a bookmark having an integrated electronic 
timer circuit, comprising: a substrate (4, figure 2); a header (2 figure 2) integral with the 
substrate, the header including a display (6 figure 1) and control panel (figure 4); and an 
electronic timer circuit (column 2 lines 43-49) housed within the header for receiving 
commands from the control panel and providing a timer signal to the display. 

4. With respect to claim 2 Yao discloses the bookmark of claim 1 , wherein the 
control panel includes a plurality of control buttons (figure 4) for controlling the electronic 
timer circuit. 

5. With respect to claim 3 Yao discloses the bookmark of claim 2, wherein at least 
one of the plurality of control buttons (8, figure 1) is disposed on a side portion of the 
header. 
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6. With respect to claim 4 Yao discloses the bookmark of claim 1 , further including a 
sensor (8, figure 1) for sensing an external condition and controlling the electronic timer 
circuit in response thereto (sensor is a pressure sensitive button.) 

7. With respect to claim 5 Yao discloses the bookmark of claim 1 , further including a 
light source (6 figure 1) disposed on the header. 

8. With respect to claim 9 Yaodiscloses the bookmark of claim 1 , wherein the 
electronic timer circuit includes a memory (column 2 lines 43-49) for storing a timer 
count value. 

9. With respect to claim 10 Yao discloses a bookmark, comprising: a substrate 
portion (4 figure 1); and a header portion (2 figure 1) integral with the substrate portion, 
the header portion including an electronic timer (48 and 50 figure 5.) 

10. With respect to claim 1 1 Yao discloses the bookmark of claim 10, wherein the 
header portion includes: a display (6, figure 1) coupled for receiving a signal from the 
electronic timer; and a plurality of control buttons (figure 4) for controlling the electronic 
timer. 

1 1 . With respect to claim 12 Yao discloses the bookmark of claim 1 1 , wherein at 
least one of the plurality of control buttons (8 figure 1) is disposed on a side of the 
header portion. 

12. With respect to claim 1 3 Yao discloses the bookmark of claim 1 0, further 
including a sensor (8 figure 1) for sensing an external condition and controlling the 
electronic timer in response thereto. 
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13. With respect to claim 14 Yao discloses the bookmark of claim 10, further 
including a light source (6 figure 1.) 

14. With respect to claim 16 Yao discloses the bookmark of claim 10, wherein the 
electronic timer includes a memory (column 2 lines 43-49) for storing a timer count 
value. 

15. With respect to claim 17 Yao discloses a marking device, comprising: means for 
marking a location (4, figure 1) within reading material; and an electronic timer (column 
2 lines 43-49) housed within the means for marking. 

16. With respect to claim 18 Yao discloses the marking device of claim 17, wherein 
the means for marking includes: a substrate (4, figure 1); and a header (2, figure 1) 
integral with the substrate. 

17. With respect to claim 20 Yao discloses the marking device of claim 18, further 
including: a display (6, figure 1) coupled for receiving a signal from the electronic timer; 
and a plurality of control buttons (figure 4) for controlling the electronic timer. 

18. With respect to claim 21 Yao discloses the marking device of claim 20, wherein 
at least one of the plurality of control buttons (8, figure 1) is disposed on a side of the 
header. 

19. With respect to claim 22 Yao discloses the marking device of claim 17, further 
including a light source (6 figure 1) disposed on the means for marking. 

20. With respect to claim 23 Yao discloses the bookmark of claim 17, wherein the 
electronic timer includes a memory (column 2 lines 43-49) for storing a timer count 
value. 
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21 . With respect to claim 24 Yao discloses a method of making a bookmark with an 
integrated electronic timer, comprising: forming a substrate (4, figure 1); forming a 
header (2, figure 1) integral with the substrate, wherein the header includes a cavity; 
disposing an electronic timer within the cavity of the header (column 2 lines 43-49); and 
electrically coupling the electronic timer to a display (6 figure 1) on the header. 

22. With respect to claim 25 Yao discloses the method of claim 24, further including 
the step of providing a plurality of control buttons (figure 4) on the header for controlling 
the electronic timer. 

23. With respect to claim 26 Yao discloses the method of claim 24, further including 
the step of providing a light source (6 figure 1) disposed on the bookmark. 

24. With respect to claim 28 Yao discloses the method of claim 24, wherein the 
electronic timer includes a memory (column 2 lines 43-49) for storing a timer count 
value. 

25. With respect to claim 29 Yao discloses a method of monitoring time with a 
bookmark having an integrated electronic timer, comprising: setting a timer count value 
(48 figure 5) for the electronic timer, which is integrated within a housing of the 
bookmark; counting the timer count value; and displaying (6 figure 1) the timer count 
value on the bookmark. 

26. With respect to claim 30 Yao discloses the method of claim 29, wherein the step 
of setting a timer count value includes activating at least one of a plurality of control 
buttons (24 and 26 figure 4) for controlling the electronic timer. 
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27. With respect to claim 31 Yao discloses the method of claim 29, further including 
the step of activating a light source (6 figure 1) within the bookmark. 

28. With respect to claim 32 Yao discloses the method of claim 29, wherein the 
electronic timer includes a memory (column 2 lines 43-49) for storing the timer count 
value. 

29. With respect to claim 33 Yao discloses a marking device, comprising: a 
bookmark having an interior housing (2 figure 1); an electronic timer (column 2 lines 43- 
49) disposed within the interior housing of the bookmark for counting a count value; a 
control panel (figure 4 and column 3 lines 11-18) disposed on the bookmark for 
controlling the electronic timer; and a display (6 figure 1) disposed on the bookmark and 
electrically coupled to the electronic timer for displaying the count value. 

30. With respect to claim 34 Yao discloses the marking device of claim 33, wherein 
the control panel includes a plurality of control buttons (see figure 4) for controlling the 
electronic timer. 

31 . With respect to claim 35 Yao discloses the marking device of claim 33, further 
including a light source (6 figure 1) disposed on the bookmark. 

32. With respect to claim 36 Yao discloses the marking device of claim 33, wherein 
the electronic timer includes a memory (column 2 lines 43-49) for storing the count 
value. 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 



33. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

34. Claims 6, 15, 19, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yao (US 6424984) in further view of Bailie (US 2319436.) 

With respect to claims 6, 15, 19, and 27 Yao discloses the bookmark of claim 1 , 
10, 18, and 24. Yao does not disclose a magnifying viewing port disposed within the 
substrate or the associated step of providing said magnifying portion. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
provide a magnifying portion on the substrate portion of Yao's invention, as taught by 
Bailie. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be add functionality to the 
bookmark, namely to allow a reader/user with poor eyesight to read small text. 



35. Claims 6, 7, 15, 19, and 27 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Yao (US6424984) in further view of Tanaka (US 5382053.) 
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36. With respect to claims 6, 15, 19, and 27 Yao discloses the bookmark of claim 1 , 
10, 18, and 24. Yao does not disclose a magnifying viewing port disposed within the 
substrate or the associated step of providing said magnifying portion. 

Tanaka teaches attaching a magnifying lens to the substrate of the bookmark. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
provide a magnifying portion on the substrate portion of Yao's bookmark. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be add functionality to the 
bookmark, namely to allow a reader/user with poor eyesight to read small text. 

With respect to claim 7 Yao discloses the bookmark of claim 1 , Yao does not 
disclose a clip coupled to the bookmark. 

Tanaka teaches using a clip with a bookmark. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
attach a clip to Yao's bookmark, as taught by Tanaka. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to allow the device to be 
clipped to a cover without having to mark a page. 

37. Claim 8 is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Yao (US 
6424984) further in view of Ho (US 6024043.) 

38. With respect to claim 8 Yao discloses the bookmark of claim 1 , Yao does not 
disclose a string extending from the bookmark for marking a book. 

The use of strings to mark multiple pages is well known in the art, as taught by 

Ho. 
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Ho and Yao are analogous art because they both deal with the problem of 
marking pages. 

At the time of the invention it would have been obvious to one skilled in the art to 
attach a string to Yao's invention. 

The suggestion or motivation for doing so would be to allow the bookmark to 
mark more than one page at a time. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Sean Kayes whose telephone number is (571) 272- 
8931. The examiner can normally be reached on 8:00-5:00. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, David Gray can be reached on (571)272-21 19. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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